0                         PREFATORY NOTE

Americans who challenged its truth. Mr. Baz and Mr,
Rubinstein have essayed a far harder task with much
scantier and less trustworthy materials. Whatever the
ultimate verdict on the play, their attempt must be
reckoned a gallant adventure, carried out with a crafts-
manship which commands respect, It is extraordinarily
difficult to make Elizabethans talk without their talk
jarring on the reader who has even a slight acquaintance
with Elizabethan English as incongruous and impossible.
The talk in this play very seldom jars. The stage
management of the episodes is good, and often shows
real imaginative power. If the jar comes, it will come
from the characterization; f yet here also the authors
show themselves good craftsmen, for their characteriza-
tion is consistent, all of a piece. If the first " episode "
may be accepted as truly showing what Shakespeare
was like in his early days as a playwright, the other
episodes may be accepted. A belief that Shakespeare
from first to last was more truly master of his own soul
than is here shown may be my own contribution to the
u idolatry " from which few lovers of his plays escape.
Most of those who have written on him have found in
him what they wished to find. If Mr. Bax and Mr.
Rubinstein in their determination to overleap this weak-
ness have fallen on the other side of the saddle, it is
part of their adventure. In any case the adventure
seems to me, as I have said, a gallant one. Coming
after Mr. Drinkwatefs " Abraham Lincoln " it raises a
hope that the English drama may escape from the
monotony of artificial plots into the rich variety of
human life by becoming biographical,
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